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" elect on’the ag ncy’

Bueh Qults‘ CIA P()bt l

By Georde Laxdner Jr.

v Washxnzton Post Staff Writer. ) ;qx

.George Bush ‘announced yesterday
- that he will step down as head of the
Central Intelligencé AgencysJan. 20

when . Jimmy Carter is sworn m as’

President. : EREYRRE *
. The 52-year-old ' Bush a formé‘ij :
Tetasv congressman and once Republi-

can ‘-national - chairman,

dent-elect Carter during the transition
period puor to Inauguration Day. -

_Bush ‘gave no indication.of his’ fu-

ture plans.. The CIA dxrectors three—
sentence  announcement added’ onlv.

;.. that he had informed ‘President .Ford .
. and Carter ot his dec151on

‘Bush 3 lmpendm" departore was an
:nounced just five days after alengthy

and methbds Cro

The meetmc had’ ewdently v:Eme 4s'o‘~ s
-~ well*it-led to speculation that. Bush™"
< -might have . been, encouraged to re-

: { _promised.
“continuing full assistance” to Presi-
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; GEORGE .BUSH - .
B 1e>1gnatmn effective Jau. "O

main®as.CIA" ¢hief. A CIA spokesman: g

“indicated. yesterday, however,
Bush, notified the. former Geordla gov-:

",‘ernor then, ‘and jperhaps even earhez <
-of his: plans to leave. .

Na e *

:Cafter has’ given. no:hint of vhom
he might name as a successor to’ Bush,
“but ‘the ‘CIA-director’s ‘Jan. 20 tinre-:
table would mean that the CIA-will be.’
_headed, for several weeks at’ least, by

an: act1n° ditector. The Senate ‘must
. ’conflrm, appomtment of a permanent
: dlrector 3

Under the terms of President Ford’s

"execufflve oxder Lestructuring the em::

hat C oy ed

-traﬁl mtelhgencea(DCI)

.February Bush has delevated much* of
" the _daily respons1b1hty for running

_the CIA to his deputy, director, E. \
B Hemv hnoche a:-23-year .agency, vet-
o e1 an steeped in mtdhgence analvsxs

The provision was-designed to give:

‘of  supervising the entire U.S. intelli
‘gence community as: dlrector of cen

~After an 18-month. anestxﬂatlon -of ;
"CIA misdeeds, the Senate mtelhgenge
comimnittee . recommended last3APpril
that the two jobs be split- up by. stat«
ute, removing the "DCI froms'direct.
.management of -the CIA, so.that there
could be no conflict of 1nterest with ¢
his broader respon51b111ty and at the
same time ‘increasing the accountabil- |
ity of the CIA by giving it a dlrector
with no other dutles G

" A gregarious, amxable Repubhcan
loyalist, Bush had. been ambassador. to-
‘the United Nations in. 1971-72, and
then took over as GOP national chalr
man from Kansas: Sen. Bob Dole" just’
as the Watergate scandal was unravel-
.ing. He 'was serving'as head of ‘the
U.S.- Liaison- stswn to the People's:
Republic “of . China laat vear when;
Ford abruptly dismissed CIA Director
Villiam Colby and nommated Bueh as:

his successor.” & an oy

The Texan's partlsan credentlals

. stirred fierce . Democratic opposition

in the Senate, particularly when Pres-
»ment Ford declined to-rule Bush out

mtelh%nce commumty last,

:Bush more-timé to devote to his role’:

as a possible vice presidential running

.mate. The nomination was cleared by

the Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee last December only after Ford re-
lented in a letter to Chaeran John C.
Stennis (D-Miss.)a - bt

Bush,” who acknowledded that he |
hoped to return -to political life one
day, took over the CIA last January
after a 64-t0-27' confirmation vote -on
the Senate floor. Faced with the task
of rebuilding :confidence in the
agency, he declared at his swearing-in
ceremony that “no politics, no policy.
bias” would color 1ts collectwe Judb- .
ment, . .
X Desnue the initial mlsﬂmnvs ‘Sen-
ate:sources said yesterday that’ Bus“x'
was considered to have. done‘a re-
markable job in taking charge at the
CIA and working well with Congress..

“He-allayed a lot of. Democratie appre-.
“hensions,” one: source -said.

v-.‘fGener-
ally, he got good marks.” . . .- S
-Except for the ereation of a perma~-

'nent Senate oversight committee,:the

legislativ e~retorms recommended as a .

‘resuit of congre;sxonal 1nvest12auons;

of the paat two years have yet to be

"‘ctedunon N Iy

3 2
‘The CIA meanwhlle, is hopmﬂ to
reduce the number of House and Sen-
ate committees to whom it must re-;
port “in - timely fashion” its. covert:
operatlons By September, Bush was.
saying publicly that he felt the CIA
had “weathered the storm" of: .con:
,Uressmnal mvestxgatxon
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